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the fact that urinary stones are found frequently in flocks fed on these roots.
The urinary stones bother rams and wethers chiefly. The passage or canal through which the urine travels from the bladder is very small and a tiny stone is often sufficient to hold back the urine. The peculiar shape of the end of the penis also tends to encourage the trouble. It is shaped like the letter S and it is at this place that the stoppage most often occurs.
Symptoms
The animal is restless, tries to urinate, but succeeds in passing little more than a dribble. The animal stops eating and may walk stiffly with its back arched, showing evidence of pain. Since the urine is retained in the bladder for long periods, it may be ill-smelling and very much discolored. The arched back, together with frequent and fruitless attempts to urinate, indicate that the free passage of urine is blocked, and if nothing is done to relieve the animal it will soon die.
Treatment
If the stone which dams back the urine is lodged in the S-shaped portion of the penis, this may be clipped off with a pair of scissors. Should this operation provide no relief, it is evident that the stone is farther back toward the bladder and must be removed by a much more serious operation, which the owner should never try himself.
It has been suggested that certain drugs or chemicals be given in the feed or water in an attempt to dissolve the stones in the bladder or the urinary canal, but this is never successful. If the ram is not especially valuable, it should be slaughtered when the clipping off of the S-shaped end of the penis fails to provide relief.
GOITEE
When goiter occurs in sheep it is commonly called big-